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Jerusalem), Yaqoub Sarrouf (1852-1927) in
his novel (The Girl of Egypt) and others.
Those writers take the ethics and education as
a goal for their novels . The transformation in
the Arab historical novel was at the hands of
Gujri Zaidan (1861-1914), who wrote (22)
historical novels, and was considered a
pioneer of this literary genre.

The influence of the writers continued until
we reached Ali Al-Jarim (1881-1949) who
wrote many historical novels inspired by
Islamic history and the biography of some
poets and media. His tributaries of knowledge
were reflected in his writings as he memorized
Qur’an and was familiar with the sciences of
Arabic language, literature and poetry as well
as his mission to England and his influence on
Western culture and his studies of psychology
and logic and his proficiency in the English
language. The research dealt with a summary
of his most important novels, then talked
about the novel (Faris Bani Hamdan), where
the most important events of the novel and the
most important characteristics of Al-Jarim's
style were described in his novel, represented
by the diversity of dialogue, inclusion and
care in describing the characters and the
accuracy in describing places and palaces.
This novel is a true story about the poet Abu
Firas al-Hamdani’s life and his ordeal in
captivity, as many poems were mentioned.
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The historical novel by Ali Al-Jarim
(Faris Bani Hamdan as an example)

Abstract

Arab literature did not witness a purely
literary genre namely the novel except in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
So, the origin of the novel is Western.
The novel arose in modern Arab literature in
the beginning, influenced by the Western
novel by simulating some foreign writers in
their writing of historical novels from what
they received from translations, where they
deal with the past in imaginary pictures and
narrate some events as a specific incident or a
known personal biography. These attempts
were made by several notables, led by Salim
Al-Bustani (1848-1884) in his well-known
novel (Zenobia), then followed by Farah
Antoine (1874-1922) in his novel (New
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