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Dhafar and al-Rahabah, had established and built a
number of architectural structures located within
the wall of Maryamah city.

The significance of these inscriptions comes from
the fact that they have not been known and
published, and they mention the city of Dhafar
Himyar as the capital city of the Himyaritic
political entity. Furthermore; Dhafar Himyar was
the most important stronghold in the Central
Highlands Region, and as a second of Himyar
commercial cities that became since the beginning
of the first century AD the headquarters of a
number of commercial communities. Most notably
were Qatabanian communities, because of the
location of Dhafar Himyar linking the cities of the
eastern valleys and the sea, overlooking at the
same time on a number of strategic cities and
ports, such as the city of al-Sawa, Shuku®, Tuban,
and the ports of Aden and Mauza‘. Moreover, the
first inscription of this study was found in its
original location of the building, which clarifies
the significance of some of the terms of Musnad
construction inscriptions.
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Abstract:

This is an analytical study of two Musnad
inscriptions written in the Qatabanian dialect,
which were found in the village of Hajar al-*Adi in
Wadi Harib, where the ancient city of Maryamah
is located. Maryamabh is one of the most important
cities of the Kingdom of Qataban on the old
caravan route, linking the northern cities of
Qataban and the city of Marib, the capital of Saba.
These two inscriptions are of a construction nature,
and they reveal that the people of Maryamah city,
especially the merchants residing in the cities of
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